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medicine, it was almost inevitable that this wishful idea would arise. Unfor-
tunately, this is not the much-wanted definitive text. This feeling of dis-
appointment in the book, however, is not due to any failure to attain the
aims stated in the preface: "This volume offers to students of psychiatry a
comprehensive view of dynamic psychiatry. The dynamic trend in psychi-
atry is the result of the impact of psychoanalysis, its theory, its method of
investigation, and its therapy, upon the whole of psychiatry." This goal is,
by and large, admirably attained.
The book is composed of 16 chapters subdivided into three parts dealing
with fundamental concepts, clinical psychiatry, and the influence of psycho-
analysis on allied fields. The scheme is that each of the chapters is written
by an individual with special interest in the topic discussed. In the early
chapters, especially, there is insufficient editing. This is reflected in some
tedious repetition, lack of integration, and inappropriate emphases. In Part
I, Benedek's essay on Personality Development deserves special praise. To
a subject which invites pedantry and obfuscation she has brQught refresh-
ing, new, and stimulating viewpoints. The chapters in the section on clinical
psychiatry satisfactorily fulfill the general aim of the book and with a few
exceptions are scholarly in tone. Whitehorn's article on the psychoses par-
ticularly warrants this adjective. In a volume of this size one seems justified
in raising the question of the advisability of donating so much space (25
pages) to Acute Neurotic Reactions, especially when the remainder of
neurotic disorders is covered in only 33 pages.
In this reviewer's opinion, there are two chapters in the clinical psychi-
atry section which are of such a high level of excellence as to make the
volume worth owning just to have them convenient for reference. One is
Levine's article on Psychiatric Treatment. With great clarity of style, he
offers a tangible means of understanding the aims and levels of psycho-
therapy. Although it might not be satisfactory to well-advanced psycho-
analytic students, it is eminently so for the beginner and the intermediate.
The other outstanding chapter is Brosin's Contributions of Psychoanalysis
to the Study of Organic Cerebral Disorders. This is an absolutely first-rate
contribution. In the first place, it provides a unified collection of informa-
tion about hypotheses and researches previously obtainable only through
laborious library work. In the second place, the author has offered inter-
pretations of data, criticisms, and suggestions for future research which are
exhilarating in their originality.
The third part of the book makes pleasant, informative, "after-work"
reading. As is to be expected, there is an over-all expansiveness of tone, but
usually modulated by the obvious authoritativeness of some of the basic
ideas.
The individual bibliographies of the chapters are ordinarily excellent,
especially those for the organic cerebral disorders and the influence of
psychoanalysis on current thought.
JOHN W. HIGGINS
DYNAMIC ASPECTS OF BIOCHEMISTRY. By Ernest Baldwin. 2d ed. New
York, Cambridge University Press, 1952. 494 pp. $5.00.
The appearance of the second edition of this lucidly written and aptly
titled volume is a happy event for students of biochemistry, biology, or
related fields. As in the first edition, Professor Baldwin has been able to
interweave the factual content of biochemistry into a dynamic narrativeBOOK REVIEWS 547
which creates such interest that the student is unaware of the process of
assimilation of facts.
The volume is similar to the first edition in form, consisting of two broad
sections which discuss the static and the dynamic aspects of biochemistry.
Since a division on this basis cannot be mutually exclusive, the overlap
serves the pedagogically desirable principles of repetition, emphasis, and
integration.
The first part consists of a greatly expanded discusion of substrates,
enzymes, coenzymes, and mechanisms of interaction of these classes of
substances. It has been considerably improved by a chapter on "Biological
Energetics" which this reviewer particularly enjoyed and which fulfills a
long-standing need. The author's discussion of the concepts of free energy
and entropy has managed to avoid the lengthy thermodynamic arguments
put forward in more rigorous treatments without slipping into the type of
loose thinking which has characterized many such discussions in earlier
texts for non-specialists. The application of energetic concepts to bio-
synthesis is particularly well done.
The second part, entitled "Metabolism," has been expanded and brought
up to date as far as is possible for a subject which is in such a state of flux.
The incorporation of the many recent discoveries bearing on the citric acid
cycle and on fat metabolism, particularly the relationship of acetyl coenzyme
A to these processes, has been well done and should be a boon to investi-
gators in related fields who have not had the opportunity to familiarize
themselves with this knowledge or integrate it into a more complete picture
of metabolism.
This reviewer feels that the somewhat weak discussion of the synthesis,
degradation, and interrelationships of the amino acids, which characterized
the first edition, might have been reinforced in the second. However, the
question of emphasis is a subjective matter and accordingly the author's
decision and treatment cannot be regarded as fault in a book which pos-
sesses so many virtues.
To summarize the reviewer's opinions without indulging in the usual
cliches is a difficult task which is best accomplished by stating that the
volume is recommended to the neophyte as a fascinating introduction and
to the specialist in a related field as a painless way of integrating a diversi-
fied field. As the author states in the preface, the book is directed to a
particular class of readers, and for this class, it is unusually well suited. The
book, while adequately documented, is not an encyclopedical collection of
facts and, accordingly, the person seeking a comprehensive work should
turn elsewhere.
PETER S. CAMMARATA
PROBLEMS OF CONSCIOUSNESS. Transactions of the Third Conference,
March 10 and 11, 1952. Harold A. Abramson, Ed. New York, Josiah
Macy, Jr., Foundation, 1952. 156 pp. $3.25.
Presentations by three members of the conference and the "Group Inter-
changes" provoked thereby make up this latest publication of the Macy
conferences on consciousness.
The effects of convulsions, coma, psychoses, and several states of endo-
crine imbalance upon cerebral circulation and metabolism are presented by
Seymour S. Kety. Dr. Kety parenthetically states his belief that behavior,
but not consciousness, may be explained by a completely mechanistic theory.